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Evaluating Web Sources

Why Evaluate?

• Anyone can author

• The good, the bad, the ugly



Anatomy of a URL

http://www.ku.ac.ke/dsvol/index.php/registration.html

Part Meaning

http:// Protocol

www.ku.ac.ke Host name

ku.ac.ke Domain

dsvol/index.php Folders

registration.html File displayed



Domain Types

http://maktaba.ku.ac.ke/

Domain Meaning

.edu .ac Academic, educational

.com Company, commercial

.org NGO, non-profit

.gov .mil Government, military

.net .info networks



So how do you choose?

Who is the owner?

What is the domain type?



So how do you choose…?

Who is the author?

Credentials?



So how do you choose…?

When was this written? 

Updated?

References?





How big is the web?

The size of the web contains at 

least 49.5 billion pages



Searching Strategies

Concept Map



Searching Strategies

What is your 

central topic?

Your Word List 

(Key words)

Required 

Information

Factual?

Opinion?

Ideas?

What Form and 

Format?

Text? Graphics? 

Image? Paper? 

Tutorial?



Searching Strategies

What is your 

central topic?

Your Word List 

(Key words)

• List your key words

• Synonyms 

• Related words

• Broader words

• Narrower words



http://id.loc.gov/authorities
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Boolean Searches



Boolean Searches

AND = Include both search terms

OR = Include either term

NOT = Exclude term

NEAR = Include synonyms



Examples

Microfinance AND Poverty

Microfinance OR Microcredit

Mobile NOT banking

Mobile NEAR phone



Examples

Boolean operators are evaluated in 

the following order:

NOT

AND or NEAR

OR

To override, use brackets ()



Examples

Eg. 

(Microfinance AND entrepreneurship) 

NOT “jua kali”



Variations

AND can also be abbreviated as &, + 

OR can also be abbreviated as  |

NOT can also be abbreviated as  -

NEAR can also be abbreviated as  ~
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Google Search Strategies



Phrase Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

place “ ” 

between search 

phrases



Search specific file types

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

filetype:[ext]

eg.

filetype:pdf

filetype:doc



Site Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

site:[URL]

eg

site:worldbank.org

site:.edu,.ac



URL Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

allinurl:[term]

eg

allinurl: “global 

recession”



Title Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

allintitle:[term]

eg

allintitle: “mobile 

banking” kenya



Definition Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

define:[term]

e.g.

define: microcredit



Synonym Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

~[term]

e.g.

~microcredit



Definition Searches

Advanced Google Searches

Syntax

define:[term]

e.g.

define: microcredit





Core Databases

Advanced Google Searches

• EBSCO

• Emerald Insight

• Wiley Online Library

• ScienceDirect

• SpringerLink



Keywords Searches

EBSCO Search Strategies

Subject Headings

Thesaurus Terms

Narrowing

Broadening



EBSCO DATABASE BASIC SEARCH INTERFACE



EBSCO  BUSINESS DATABASE 

EBSCO BUSINESS DATABASE  ADVANCED SEARCH INTERFACE



EBSCO DATABASE SEARCH RESULTS



EBSCO DATABASE SPECIFIC SEARCH RESULT DISPLAY 



EBSCO BUSINESS DATABASE THESAURUS SEARCH INTERFACE



FULL TEXT ARTICLE WITH REFERENCES



Limit Searches

EBSCO Search Strategies

Peer Reviewed

Date limits

RSS Feeds

Subject Headings

Keyword Searches



Trails

EBSCO SEARCH STRATEGIES

Reference Trails

Keyword Trails



SPRINGER LINK DATABASE BASIC SEARCH WINDOW



WILEY ONLINE LIBRARY ADVANCED SEARCH WINDOW



EMERALDINSIGHT  DATABASE BASIC SEARCH WINDOW



EMERALDINSIGHT ADVANCED SEARCH WINDOW



EMERALD DATABASE SEARCH RESULTS 



FULL TEXT JOURNAL ARTICLE 



OTHER IMPORTANT DATABASES

• EBSCO

• JSTOR

• online.sagepub.com

• OPenDOAR 



Questions? 

Comments? 



END

THANK YOU


